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NEW HOPE FOR CANCER PATIENTS  
AT HONG KONG ADVENTIST HOSPITAL  

 

 
Hong Kong -- September 24, 2006 Ð Hong Kong Adventist Hospital announces the official opening 

of its Theresa Po CyberKnife Center, the first of its kind in Hong Kong and the Asia Pacific region.  The 

Center houses the CyberKnife G4 system that treats tumors that were previously hard to reach with pin-

point accuracy.  

We proudly invited Dr. York Chow, the Hong Kong GovernmentÕs Secretary for Health, Welfare and 

Food, Dr. P.Y. Lam, JP., the Director of Department of Health, representative from the Theresa PoÕs family 

Mr. Lau Ming-wai,  Dr. John R. Adler, Jr., Professor Neurosurgery and Radiation Oncology Stanford 

University and Mr. Bob Wong the Managing Director of Accuary Asia Ltd. to be the special guests. 

Hong Kong Adventist Hospital invested HK$70 million into the Theresa Po CyberKnife Center 

because the hospital saw a need to give hope for thousands of patients who needed a new option. 

CEO Frank Yeung said, ÒThe addition of the CyberKnife System to Hong Kong Adventist Hospital 

means that for the first time ever, patients in Hong Kong and the surrounding region have access to the 

most advanced cancer treatments available today. The CyberKnife System complements our Cancer Center 

and will enable us to treat tumors in the brain effectively, and to radiate spine, lung, liver and kidney with 

unprecedented accuracy.Ó 

Dr. John R. Adler Jr., the inventor of CyberKnife, Professor of Neurosurgery and Radiation Oncology 

Stanford University described, ÒBy design, CyberKnife technology blends the non-invasive nature of 

radiation with the precision and near universal effectiveness of surgery. As first shown at Stanford, and more 

recently replicated at numerous CyberKnife facilities worldwide, the CyberKnife now offers an important 

option, and even more so hope, to a diverse group of cancer patients.Ó 

Dr. Andrew Wong, Neurosurgeon and Clinical Director of the Theresa Po CyberKnife Center said,   

ÒThe CyberKnife System will play a critical role for treating patients with inoperable and complex tumors.Ó 

The CyberKnife System is designed to treat tumors anywhere in the body with submillimeter 

accuracy. It is equipped with the Synchrony Respiratory Tracking System, a unique tool, designed to treat 

tumors in the lung and other parts of the anatomy that move with respiration. Synchrony allows patients to 

breathe normally throughout their treatment without breath-holding or radiation beam gating techniques, so 

the system can track, detect and correct for tumor and patient movement throughout the treatment 

minimizing damage to surrounding healthy tissue. 
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  “The CyberKnife will allow physicians to treat tumors using stereotactic technology anywhere 

radiation therapy is needed, including the brain, spine, lung, pancreas and other areas Ð even some that 

have been deemed inoperable,Ó Assistant Clinical Director of the Center Dr. Victor Tsang. ÒIn addition, this 

technology can be used to treat other disorders such as trigeminal neuralgia and arteriovenous 

malformation.Ó  

Assistant Clinical Director of the Center Dr. Lam Kam-Hing said, ÒThis 21st century technology gives 

physicians one more tool to fight cancer and other diseases in an effective, safe, and painless manner. 

There is no other system that can do what the CyberKnife (G4) can do, making Hong Kong Adventist 

Hospital the first in the Asia Pacific region where this exciting advance in medicine can be offered to our 

patients.Ó 

On the day of the treatment, the patient comes in and a custom-fit mesh face mask or body mold is 

placed on him/her.  The treatment then lasts about 30-90 minutes where the robotic arm delivers radiation to 

the lesion.  After the treatment, the patient gets up and goes home. 

Suffering from meningioma, Ms Lily Siu the first patient treated by CyberKnife expressed, ÒI came for 

the treatment at 2:00pm. After a 30-minute treatment, I went to work at 4:00pm and celebrated with my 

friends at night. I think it is worthwhile to treat my tumor with CyberKnife. It offers an alternative treatment 

rather than an open surgery.Ó  

 Up to 2006, over 24,000 patients worldwide have benefited from this technology.  CyberKnife is 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and CE (European Conformity) mark approved for the treatment of 

conditions where radiation therapy is indicated.  At present there are over 85 CyberKnife Centers worldwide. 

Hong Kong Adventist Hospital is the first to facilitate the latest G4 model in Asia. 

 

Benefits with CyberKnife 

!  Frameless 

!  Bloodless and No pain 

!  Short recovery period 

!  Full body treatment capability, includes lung, brain, liver, prostate and spine cancers. 

!  Treatment available on an out-patient basis 

 

About the CyberKnife¨  Robotic Radiosurgery System 

 The CyberKnife System is the worldÕs first and only radiosurgery system that utilizes intelligent 

robotics to treat tumors anywhere in the body with submillimeter accuracy. The CyberKnife System treats 

patients in single or staged sessions by delivering multiple beams of precisely directed radiation that 

converge upon the tumor while minimizing injury to surrounding healthy tissue. Image guidance and 

computer controlled robotics combine to continuously track, detect and correct for tumor and patient 

movement throughout the treatment. Because of its precision and accuracy, no head or body frame is 

required. The CyberKnife has proven to attract a new patient population to a physicianÕs practice and 

complements existing radiation therapy, IMRT or IGRT programs. 

 



About Hong Kong Adventist Hospital 

Hong Kong Adventist Hospital is a not-for-profit private hospital that promotes the Adventist 

philosophy of ÒTotal HealthÓ.  ÒTotal HealthÓ is where the emphasis is not only the patientÕs physical needs 

but caters to prevention, health assessment, diagnosis, investigation, rehabilitation programs and life-style 

management.  The hospital offers a full range of specialties and services for adults and children.  It is 

especially well known for its heart center, cancer center and obstetrical and surgical care. The hospital has 

been providing healthcare to people all over the world for more than 35 years.  For more information visit 

www.hkah.org.hk. 

 

About Accuray Inc. 

Accuray Inc., a privately held company based in Sunnyvale, Calif., is the global leader in the field of 

robotic radiosurgery. Its CyberKnife System is the worldÕs first and only intelligent robotic radiosurgery 

system designed to treat tumors anywhere in the body with sub-millimeter accuracy. More than 100 

CyberKnife Systems have been acquired by leading medical centers throughout the world. To date, more 

than 24,000 patients worldwide have been treated with the CyberKnife System. For more information, 

please visit http://www.accuray.com 

 

Facts on Cancer in Hong Kong 

!  Cancer is the leading cause of death in Hong Kong. 

!  Lung cancer is the commonest in men. Liver cancer and colon cancer remained number 2 and 3 

respectively. 

!  Breast cancer is the commonest in women.  
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